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passport. The same rule applied to the clergy of
"Wales, who were to be expelled from all schools in
England. Lastly VHL The sheriffs were to administer
an oath to all freemen throughout England, in open
court, that they would obey these royal mandates, thus
abjuring, it is said, all obedience to Thomas, Archbishop
of Canterbury.* The bishops, however, declined the
oath ; some concealed themselves in their dioceses*
Becket addressed a triumphant or gratulatory letter to
his suffragans on their firmness. "We are now one,
except that most hapless Judas, that rotten limb (Foliot
of London), which is severed from us." m Another letter
is addressed to the people of England, remonstrating on
their impious abjuration of their pastor, and offering
absolution to all who had sworn through compulsion
and repented of their oath.n The King and the Primate
thus contested the realm of England.

But the Pope was not yet to be inflamed by Becket's
The Pope passions, nor quite disposed to depart from his
Btiu dubious, temporising policy. John of Oxford was at
the court in Benevento with the Archdeacons of Eouen
and Seez. From that court returned the Archdeacon
of Llandaff and Robert de Barre with a commission to
the Archbishop of Kouen and the Bishop of Nevers to
make one more effort for the termination of the diffi-
culties. On the one hand they were armed with powers,
if the King did not accede to his own terms within forty
days after his citation (he had offered a thousand marks
as compensation for all losses), to pronounce an inter*

k Ricardus Dorubernensis apud
Twysden. Lord Lyttelton has another
copy in his appendix; in that a ninth
article forbade the payment of Peter's
Fence to Rome; it was to he collected

and brought into the exchequer.

m Epist. Giles, iii. 195; Bouquet^
404.

n Giles, iii. 192; Eiuquet, 40&